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What is law?
By definition, law is certain institutions like the government in its jurisdiction enforce a system where there are several rules. Laws are used in the regulation of behavior within a community ensuring that all individuals adhere to these set of rules for collective harmony and peace (Hage Waltermann,& Akkermans, 2017). In most cases, governments and other higher institutions make these laws for their citizens through collective legislature or single legislature.
Bodies of law
Law itself comprised of four bodies or rather 4 distinctions and these include civil law, criminal law, common law, and statute law. Civil law as a body of laws is often confused with criminal law but the distinction between he two is that civil law is used in the settling of disagreements between people or rather parties (Hage, Waltermann,& Akkermans, 2017). In other words, civil law is a body of law that is dedicated to protecting the private rights of citizens within a certain jurisdiction through offering of remedies arising from these disputes covering several areas such as law of contract, law of tort, property law and family law. Civil law is derived from the ancient Rome, which employed several codes for determining how legal issues were to be decided.
Criminal Law
This is a body of law that draws a relationship with criminal activities. Criminal law determines which actions of behavioral acts in the society are criminal in nature and the prescribes a punishment for these activities such that when a person engages in these criminal behaviors, they are punished according to the penal codes in place (Hage Waltermann,& Akkermans, 2017). For example, stealing is a criminal offence and based on a jurisdiction, a thief would be fined, imprisoned or both sentences given to him depending on the weight of his case and how severe his /her actions were. Criminal law is common in the modern world.
Common Law
Common law is a body of laws specifically customary law that is based on decisions following court proceedings in common law courts of England since the Middle Ages (Hage Waltermann,& Akkermans, 2017). In other words, this body of law comes up with laws following judge decisions on certain cases that later are adapted as law in the jurisdiction in place.
Statute Law
Statute law is a body of law that constitutes of formal written law often enactments of legislative authorities, which control the legal entities of a city, state, country through consent. Like for instance, the senate can convene and decide that it is illegal to conduct some activities and develop a statute that has penalties for the same (Hage Waltermann,& Akkermans, 2017). This would be a statute law. What differentiates statute law from common law is that legislative bodies make statute laws while common law is by court proceedings.
The Difference Between Precedents, Stare Decisis And Binding Authority
Stare decisis is defined as doctrine, or rather an instruction that most of the courts use in their court proceedings that involve all legal issues. In this, the courts draw inferences from past cases and similar situations in their decision making process before they rule of a sentence to the defendant (Barrett, 2016). This is where precedent comes in. precedent is therefore a rule or principle (legal) that is often created by a court. This decision made would later serve as an example for judges among other authoritative figures when faced with a similar situation. State decisis require judges to refer to precedent when making decisions (Barrett, 2016). Binding authority on the other hand is the source of law that a judge must assess when making a decision. Precedents can be used as sources of law (binding authorities) that judges may use when making decisions in a certain case that has similar characteristics
In the case of Gibbons v. Ogden (Otterness, Struve, Trommler, McVeigh, & Shore, 2015), the court redefined and expanded the laws of congress vastly and the federal government. Following the rulings of this case, congress had the ability to be in control of commercial activity. This was after Ogden feeling betrayed by Gibbons when he started his own route for steamships after they bought a franchise together. Another similar case is the New South Wales V commonwealth, which alternatively is known, as the wheat case was a case of the century since this case lead to freedom of interstate trade and commerce. The high court in this established that insulation judicial power is a crucial principle of the constitution saying that all wheat didn’t contravene the freedom of interstate trade as per section 92 of the constitution.
From these cases, we see that there are some contradictory facts about them that make it impossible for the judges to come up with a ruling based on the laws already set in place. All these cases required judges to have a sit down, think through the facts of the case, and ensure that their rulings wouldn’t inconvenience any of the parties present. In the Wheat case, the court established that the interstate was just a mere function of the executive function of the government and did not have the jurisdiction of exercising judicial power over any party. In addition, all these cases base their facts on the constitution of the government, clearly drawing lines of distinctions about the decisions made. Like for instance in the Gibbons v, Ogden case (Otterness, Struve, Trommler, McVeigh, & Shore, 2015) where the court established that the congress had power to meddle with commerce and hence, gibbons who had got a federal license to operate his business was playing by the rules of the constitution and Ogden had no right or claim over his business that was separate.
The bill of rights
This refers to the first amendments to the constitution of United States. This bill of rights can add some rights and freedoms of citizens to the constitution, give clear directives on the powers of the government in proceedings of the judiciary and that all powers not specific to the U.S congress can be imposed on by the state or the people (Siegan 2018). The bill of rights spiked up a bitter debate in 1787-88. There were ten amendments to the bill of rights that were made to the constitution
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